BRADLEY, OMAR NELSON(1893- — ), commanded 
the largest fighting force ever amassed in battle under 
the American flag. His troops swept through Franc 
Belgium, The Netherlands, Germany, Austria, 
Czechoslovakia during World War II. Bradley’s Twelfth 
Army Group, later called the Central Group of Armies, 
consisted of the United States First, Third, Ninth, 
Fifteenth armies. It numbered about 1,000,000 men, 
organized in over 40 combat divisions. Bradley's b 
liant military leadership and his concern for the lives 
of his men made him one of the most popular wartime 
generals. General of the Army George C. Marshall, U. 
Army chief of staff in World War II, called Bradley 
“the finest arm up commander" in any army. 

Bradley was bora in Clark, Mo., on Feb. 12, 1898, 
and was graduated from the United States Military 
Academy in 1915. He served at several army posts 1? 
the United States during World War I, and advanced 
to the rank of major. In 
World War II, he suc- 
ceeded General George S. 
Patton as commander. of 
the Second Army Corps 
in the Tunisian campaign, 
and later led this unit in 
the Sicilian campaign. He 
then took command of 
U.S. ground forces for the 
invasion of France. In 
August 1944, he took com- 
mand of the Twelfth Army 
Group in France, and held 
that post until the war's 
end. Bradley had a policy =.. 
of keeping his command post near the front lines 
frequently visiting the front. : 

Bradley was administrator of veterans’ affairs i: 
1945 to December 1947. In 1948, he became chief 
staff of the United States Army. He became the first 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in 1949. In = 
same year, he was appointed the first chairman of 
Military Committee of the North Atlantic Treaty OF 
ganization (NATO). He became a General of the Awy 
in 1950. His book A Soldier’s Story (1951) related bề 
World War II experiences. Bradley retired from ` 
Army in 1953. In 1958, he became board chairroan 
the Bulova Watch Company. Bradley was named pit* 
ident of the George C. Marshall Research Foundatio? 
in 1959. BE o Maurice Marto” 
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